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Why the Youth Net Parliament?

In the winter 1999-2000, I launched an experimental project titled The Youth Net Parliament of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland. As indicated by the title, the Youth Net Parliament took place on the Internet with the participation of 63 members at the age of 12-15 from 25 primary schools in various parts of Iceland. As the Youth Net Parliament was deemed to have been successful, I decided after receiving an appropriation from the Governmental Task Force for the Information Society that a second Youth Net Parliament would be held in 2001.

This time I decided to seek the collaboration of the Organization of Secondary-School Students and the student bodies of Iceland’s secondary schools. I wrote to the boards of the student bodies, requesting their assistance in introducing the pending Youth Net Parliament to the first and second grade secondary-school students, i.e., the students who were born in 1984 and 1985, and encouraging them to participate (see further my letter to the secondary schools, Appendix).

Iceland is a member state of an international human rights convention applying only to persons under the age of 18. This is the United Nations’ Convention on the Right of the Child, which is usually referred to as the Children’s Convention. Art. 12 of the convention contains a very important provision, which reads as follows, among other things:

Art. 12

States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.
It was not least on grounds of this article of the convention that I initially decided to establish the Youth Net Parliament. The objective was to provide youths with a valuable opportunity to express their views to their official spokesman. The role of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland is to promote improved living conditions of children and also to safeguard the rights, interests and needs of persons under the age of 18. In order to enable me to carry out this role it is essential that I hear the opinions of young people as I strongly emphasize their voice being louder in the public debate in the Icelandic society, and that their voice be heard and respected in the structuring and organizing of our community.

The purpose of the Youth Net Parliament was, therefore, first and foremost to provide the representatives of the young generation with an opportunity to have a democratic debate on matters that are important to them and to present their views.

In this respect, I found it to be a feasible option to use the latest communications and information technology, i.e., communications over the Internet on chat channels, mailing lists and web pages. As stated above, an allocation was received for this project from the Governmental Task Force for the Information Society. The technical advisor in organizing the Youth Net Parliament was user-interface designer, Gunnar Grímsson, who was also on the team when the Youth Net Parliament 1999-2000 was established.  A special project manager, Gyda Dröfn Tryggvadóttir, was recruited to supervise the Youth Net Parliament 2001. Additionally, two representatives of the Office of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland engaged in this project, as well as the Ombudsman.

As stated above, the total number of the members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 was 63, the same as the number of seats in Iceland’s parliament, the Althingi. A total of 30 representatives came from the regional districts, i.e., the Northwest, the Northeast, and the South constituencies, 10 from each constituency, 11 representatives came from the Southwest constituency, and 22 from the two Reykjavík constituencies. The final report on the Youth Net Parliament 2001 contains a list of the names of the representatives, the names of their secondary schools, and the e-mail addresses.

A letter was sent to the principals of the secondary schools in which their collaboration was requested in three important fields, i.e., regarding the computer usage of the members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001, a leave of absence from class to attend the meetings of the Youth Net Parliament, and a leave of absence from school because of the closing meeting of the Youth Net Parliament (see further the letter from the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland to the secondary schools in the Appendix).

At 1 p.m. on 9 October 2001, the Minister of Education, Björn Bjarnason, formally opened the Youth Net Parliament 2001 at the headquarters of the Ombudsman for Children in Reykjavík. The Youth Net Parliament was in session from 9 through 29 October with a two-hour meeting being held weekly. The activities primarily took place in committees, which the members selected at the beginning of the session. At the end of the debates, each committee presented its proposals together with their arguments.

The closing meeting of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 took place at the Salurinn Hall in Kópavogur on 5 November 2001, where all of the members met for the first time, face to face. At this closing meeting, the chairmen and the secretaries of the committees presented the proposals of their committees together with the relevant arguments. After debates on each proposal, voting took place. Some of the committee’s proposals were accepted after changes of phrasing had been made, one proposal by the School Committee was dropped in voting, as well as two proposals by the World Affairs Committee.

The Assembled Youth Net Parliament 2001 presented a proposal that the course on social competence in the principal curriculum be revised, improved and adjusted between the secondary schools (see further the report on the final meeting).

The Assembled Youth Net Parliament 2001 elected its speaker. The speaker’s role was to present the resolutions of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland to the Minister of Education (see further the report on the final meeting of the Youth Net Parliament). After having received the proposals, the minister addressed the Youth Net Parliament.

Considering that the closing meeting was open, outside visitors had the opportunity to listen to the oral presentations of the young speakers. Several persons used this opportunity, for example, the news media that interviewed some of the members. The Youth Net Parliament 2001 got good coverage in the press, on television and on radio.

The final meeting was closed with the first performance of a song by a well-known Icelandic writer and musician, Valgeir Gudjónsson, Biðjum um frið (A Prayer for Peace), which was written at my request and dedicated to the young generation of Iceland.

It is my hope that everyone concerned will hear the resolutions of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, that they will be considered and that the ambitious work and contribution by the members of the Youth Net Parliament will provide the desired results soon.

Reykjavík, November 2001

Thórhildur Líndal

Ombudsman for Icelandic Children
Youth Net Parliament 2001
of

The Ombudsman for Children in Iceland
Closing meeting

Monday, 5 November 2001

at Salurinn Hall

Kópavogur
Agenda of the closing meeting

Monday, 5. November 2001 at Salurinn Hall, Kópavogur

10:45
 Music, Davíd Thór Jónsson, piano and Hrafn Ásgeirsson, saxophone. 

11:00
The Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, Thórhildur Líndal, opens the closing meeting of the Youth Net Parliament 2001.

11:10
The Mayor of Kópavogur, Sigurdur Geirdal, extends a welcome to the members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001.

11:15
Proposals on school affairs and social activities presented by the chairmen, debates and voting.

12:00
Refreshments for the members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 at the invitation of the Kópavogur Town Council.

12:45
Proposals by the committees on violence and drugs, human rights and world affairs, presented by the chairmen, debates and voting.

14:00
Election of a representative among the committee chairmen and secretaries – the Youth Net Parliament 2001.

14:15
First presentation of a song by Valgeir Gudjónsson, dedicated to the young generation of Iceland.

14:30
Presentation of the resolutions of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 to the Minister of Education, Björn Bjarnason, representing the government of Iceland.

14:50 Closing ceremony of the Youth Net Parliament 2001.
Resolutions by the Youth Net Parliament 2001

First resolution on school affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that students’ options of support be increased, i.e., measures for students who are experiencing difficulties, for example, due to dyslexia or difficult circumstances at home.

Argument:

We do not want the teachers to be indifferent to us and want them to be interested in teaching us, that they are interested in us making progress. We regard this as encouraging for students who do not get much encouragement in their studies.
Second resolution on school affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that the secondary-school students be enabled to turn to a special advisor, for example, when a disagreement occurs between teachers and students.

Argument:

If a student is subjected to mobbing by a teacher, either intentionally or unintentionally, or if a teacher discriminates somehow against a student, the student should be able to turn to an advisor for assistance. In such an instance, the advisor could work on the matter in collaboration with the student and the teacher.

Third resolution on school affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes a revision of the delivery system for home projects. 

Argument:

Students who are generally very conscientious about their homework may experience getting a lower total grade than could be deemed as fair because one project was not delivered, for example, for unforeseeable reasons. If the student, however, is doing well in other respects in delivering his or her homework, this should be taken into consideration.
Fourth resolution on school affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that there be control at the school as to whether the teachers know how to teach. This requires some kind of internal monitoring of the teachers and an opportunity for sending them to refresher courses after having worked as teachers for a certain period of time. Not all teachers need to take such a course, but some do.

Argument:

Some teachers may be very good in their subject, English, natural science, Icelandic, mathematics or whatever, but this does not mean they know how to teach. Of course, it is unacceptable that many students fail their exams because the teacher does not know how to teach.
First resolution on social activities
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that the age limit be based on the year of birth, not the date of birth.

Argument:

It is unfair that students in the same year class are unable to attend social functions like dances or the cinema. These rules should not apply, however, to the age limit for taking the driving test.

Second resolution on social activities
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that the hours for the dances at the secondary schools be changed back to what they were, i.e., that the dances be until 3 a.m. instead of 1 a.m.

Argument:

It is unfair to have different rules at the secondary schools in Iceland. We find it more sensible to have supervised dances until 3 a.m., rather than having the dances close at 1 p.m. and then for the students to go downtown or to private parties afterwards. If the dances are until 3 a.m. the students have become fairly tired and want to go home to sleep.
Third resolution on social activities
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that discount cards be taken into use, valid at the places most frequented by students. We call upon the Minister of Education to support the Organization of Secondary-School Students in launching negotiations with companies on student discounts against the presentation of a school certificate.

Argument:

The prices, for example, for going to the movies, swimming, to sports events or other entertainment are exorbitant for the pocketbook of poor students. Additionally, it is also negative having to have a job while going to school, and we believe that a discount card could reduce the number of students having to hold paid jobs.
Fourth resolution on social activities
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that advertising the social functions of the student bodies at other secondary schools should be allowed again, and that all secondary-school students be allowed to attend the social functions of all the secondary schools.

Argument:
The student bodies lose a lot of money because of the limitation of outside participation in the social activities of their individual schools in the wake of guest lists and an advertising ban. In some instances, for example, friends from different schools are unable to attend dances together.
First resolution on violence and drugs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 finds it important to have a student representative available at the secondary schools to whom the students may turn with their problems.

Argument:

Being able to turn to an unbiased person with one’s problems is good, as not everyone is in a position to get help at home. Adolescents are faced with many problems, for example, drug abuse, violence and problems at home. This is why we feel that the student representative should be a professional person and available at all the secondary schools.
Second resolution on violence and drugs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that peer education in drug prevention at the secondary schools be included in the curriculum’s social competence course.

Argument:

We feel that youths who have fallen prey to drugs are more influential in terms of prevention than, for example, an education meeting with the police. When an individual appears in person, telling his or her story, we see what the drug abuse has done to that same person, and it is more likely that we listen more intently and think about the risk. Here we would get the ice-cold truth straight in the face like a splash of water.

Third resolution on violence and drugs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that a few houses be opened for the homeless in the capital area, as well as in the regional districts, in order to provide shelter and food to those who have nowhere to go.

Argument: 

We feel that this would result in reduced breaking and entering, as well as in less violence in our society. We know well that there will always be people who have nowhere to go, and we believe it is our duty not to close our eyes to the fact that there are people out there who live on the street.
First resolution on human rights
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes the establishment of peer training regarding mobbing at the secondary schools. Such training should be included in the curriculum’s social competence course.

Argument:

This would entail getting adolescents your own age to come and discuss the problem, and to try to encourage everyone to tackle it. This would promote that the youths, who are sympathetic to the problem and are against mobbing, be activated and encouraged to tell us their opinions in this matter. Additionally, it must be made clear that he who watches and does nothing is a participant in the mobbing.
Second resolution on human rights
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that formal communications be established between 16 and 17 years old youths and the municipal councils in Iceland. Special youth committees should be established by the municipalities who have the right to attend the meetings of the municipal councils, to present their ideas and arguments about matters that are most pressing for adolescents.

Argument:

Adolescents should be allowed to follow more the administration of their immediate environment, and to know which rules apply to their rights and duties. A collaboration of the municipalities’ youth committees would enable the adolescents to unite over their interests and rights.
Third resolution on human rights
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that increased emphasis be placed on communication and expression in class in the first grades of the secondary schools.

Argument:

This refers to education that focuses on the importance of each and every individual being able to speak his or her own case, present his or her arguments and have good relations with his or her fellowman. Such education could be strengthened in the social competence course of the secondary schools’ principal curriculum. Such education could be based on training in expression, for example, giving speeches and reading out loud to an audience, improvisation and other. This education could be considered on grounds of similar education taking place at the primary schools.
First resolution on world affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 condemns the acts of terrorism that took place in the United States of America on 11 September last, and calls upon the nations of the world to unite their efforts to prevent such events from reoccurring.

Argument:

In order for this to be realized in as peaceful a manner as possible, every person on Earth must work together, irrespective of color, gender, language, or religion, and show each other understanding and compassion.

Second resolution on world affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 calls upon the Icelanders not to intentionally purchase items or services from companies that do not honor the minimum demands for the terms of employment, workplace safety or laws regarding minimum wages, working hours, sick-leave and special holidays. Additionally, the Youth Net Parliament 2001 strongly opposes enterprises that engage in child slavery as defined by international conventions.

Argument:

Lawful apprenticeships or studies relating to work are acceptable, provided that there exists no risk of damage to youths. Companies must honor human rights and freedom, without discrimination in terms of age, color, gender, language or religion.
Proposal by the Assembled Youth Net Parliament 

The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes a revision, improvement, and coordination of the secondary schools’ social competence courses.

Argument:

See the Second proposal of the Committee on Violence and Drugs, and the First and Third proposals of the Human Rights Committee.
The Youth Net Parliament rejected the following proposals by the World Affairs Committee and the School Affairs Committee

Fifth proposal on school affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 proposes that students be allowed increased influence on the selection of school subjects and increased freedom for specialization.

Argument:

The students would better accept the selection of subjects if they had their say on them and if their opinions on the subjects and the focal points in each subject were heard. The system could be structured, for example, such that within each subject the students would have an opportunity to select a field and to specialize themselves. This would result in increased responsibility by the students of their studies.
First proposal on world affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 calls upon the Icelandic authorities to establish commercial relations with Cuba.

Argument:

The reasons for the existing commercial ban have long since become obsolete.
Third proposal on world affairs
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 calls upon the authorities to increase their contribution to development aid in accordance with the contributions by other nations.

Argument:

Iceland should honor such international conventions on grounds of humanitarian views. Currently, Iceland pays 0.7-0.9% of its national production to development aid, whereas according to international conventions we should contribute 2% of our national production for such causes. We believe that Iceland should seek to “help those who help themselves”, for example, with loans to professional women or by providing access for people to water.
a prayer for peace

there is a feeling

that is planted deep inside of me

to put it into words i say 

a prayer for peace 

there is no question

the earth could be a better place 

so everyone should join in 

a prayer for peace

let it fly across the oceans

soar above the mountains


sound in every city

a prayer for peace

let it echo in the valleys

travel through the forrests

in rhythm with our heartbeat

a prayer for peace 

somebody told me 

that life is such a miracle 

it doesn´t always seem that way 

i´m sorry to say

a light in the darkness 

can lead us to a better place 

a good way to start is

a prayer for peace

let it flyt across the oceans

soar above the mountains


sound in every city

a prayer for peace

let it echo in the valleys

travel through the forrests

in rhythm with our heartbeat

a prayer for peace

Song and lyric by: Valgeir Guðjónsson

Written on the occasion of the Youth Net Parliament 2001, and dedicated to the young generation of Iceland.
List of members:

	Name
	School
	Nickname
	e-mail address


	Agnes Skúladóttir
	FNV
	agnes
	gnesa_skula@hotmail.com

	Alma Joensen
	MH
	aj
	alma@ice.is

	Anna Sigríður Engilbertsdóttir
	FÁ
	annska
	annska85@yahoo.com

	Atli Bollason 
	MH
	yggdrasill
	atlib@hotmail.com

	Atli Thor Birgisson
	IR
	Amp-ir
	atli2@yahoo.com

	Ása Birna Aðalsteinsdóttir
	FSH
	asabirna
	asabirna@fsh.is

	Birgitta Lind Vilhjálmsdóttir
	Kvennó
	birgitta
	birgittalin@kvenno.is

	Bryndís Þorsteinsd.
	Kvennó
	bryndis
	bysti@visir.is

	Brynjólfur Gísli Gíslason
	IH
	Binni
	warescd@li.is

	Eydís Ýr Rósenkjær 
	Flensborg
	disa
	disa_ros@visir.is

	Eyþór Helgi Guðmundsson  
	MA
	Eytor
	socialist60@hotmail.com

	Friðrik Fannar Gíslason
	FB
	Frikki
	skolarad@undirheimar.is

	Guðbjörg S. Hafþórsdóttir
	MÍ
	Gugga
	gud340@fvi.is

	Guðrún S. Gísladóttir
	FSU
	Gussa
	a296@fsu.is

	Gunnar Gunnarsson
	ME
	Zunderman
	zunderman@manutd.is

	Haukur Ármannsson
	FVA
	haukur
	hawkie@li.is

	Helga I. Gunnarsdóttir
	VA
	Nesk_1
	helgai85@visir.is

	Hulda B. Haraldsdóttir 
	ME
	Hudda 
	huldabj@mi.is

	Hulda Bjarkar
	Flensborg
	Hulda
	bjarkar@visir.is

	Ingimar Björn Davíðsson
	MA
	Ingimar_M
	eydal@mi.is

	Ingvar Örn Ákason
	VÍ
	Ingvar
	ommgvar@heimsnet.is

	Jóhanna Vala Höskuldsdóttir
	MA
	vala-ma
	vala.hoskuldsdottir@isl.is


	Name
	School
	Nickname
	e-mail address

	Jóhannes Helgason
	ML
	flaska
	0125@ml.is

	Jón Helgi Daníelsson 
	FNV
	Jon_H
	svartur84@visir.is

	Kári H. Ragnarsson
	MH
	kari_mh
	kari_wan_kenobi@hotmail.com

	Máni Atlason 
	FVA
	mani
	brescia@visir.is

	Orri Jökulsson
	MH
	orri
	malfundafelag@hotmail.com

	Ólafur N. Sigurðsson
	FVA
	einhver 
	darkoli@isl.is

	Ólöf Heiða Guðmundsdóttir
	MS
	Olof
	heida22@hotmail.com

	Ótta Ösp Jónsdóttir
	ML
	skotta
	0007@ml.is

	Páll Sigurðsson
	FSU
	palli
	psiggason@hotmail.com

	Pétur Sigurðsson
	MÍ
	Pesti
	pet551@fvi.is

	Ragna Dís Einarsdóttir
	FNV
	ragna
	partygirl@visir.is

	Ragnar Sigurmundarson
	ME
	RaggiS 
	ragnars@isholf.is

	Ríkharður L. Guðmundsson 
	IH
	Rikki
	warescd@li.is

	Snorri Birgisson
	FSS
	Snorri
	snorri@gi.is

	Sólveig Kanthi Engilbertsdóttir
	FÁ
	sunny_fa
	solveigkanthi69@hotmail.com

	Særún Kristín Sævarsdóttir
	VA
	s
	saja@visir.is

	Tandri Waage
	IR
	NoGo
	tandri@waage.dk

	Telma B. Kristinsdóttir
	MÍ
	Telma
	amlet@hotmail.com

	Tinna Eiríksdóttir
	MK
	tinna
	tinnaerla@visir.is

	Úlfar Guðmundss
	FSS
	Ulfar
	seal@strik.is

	Valgerður Jósefsdóttir 
	FSH
	vala
	owen_vala@hotmail.com

	Völundur J. Öz
	FSU
	vjoz
	a393@fsu.is

	Þórunn Ólafsdóttir
	ME
	Thorunn
	strumpapuki@smurfs.com


Election of representatives:

Ballot
Name




Nickname
Title

Committee
Eydís Ýr Rósenkjær                               
disa               Chairman    Social Activities

Ólöf Heida Gudmundsdóttir      
             Olof                Secretary
      Social Activities

Ragnar Sigurmundsson
                         RaggiS           Chairman     World Affairs

Gunnar Gunnarsson
                              Zunderman     Secretary     World Affairs

Gudrún S. Gísladótti                             Gussa             Chairman     Human Rights

Snorri Birgisson 
                                   Snorri             Secretary       Human Rights

Valgerdur Jósefsdóttir
                           vala                Chairman
      Violence&Drugs

Hulda Bjarkar
                               Hulda            Secretary
        Violence& Drugs

Máni Atlason
                               mani              Chairman
School Affairs

Haukur Ármannsson
                             haukur          Secretary         School Affairs

APPENDIXES

Enter the closed website of 

the Icelandic Youth Net Parliament 2001
Welcome to the website of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland.

The website is one of the members’ means of communication and most of it is closed with a keyword. If you are a member of the Youth Net Parliament 2001, send mail to the Youth Net Parliament’s technical manager, gunnar@this.is, and submit your name, e-mail address, the name of your school, and your national identification number.



Learn more about the Youth Net Parliament 2001



The Children’s Lawbook 



Parliament’s (Althingi’s) youth website
News release

The Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland

Tomorrow, 9 October 2001 at 1 p.m., the Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland will be formally opened by the Minister of Education, Björn Bjarnason, at the office of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland.

In the winter of 1999-2000, the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, Thórhildur Líndal, launched a pilot project called the Youth Net Parliament of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland. As indicated by its name, this was a “parliament” on the Internet with 63 members at the age of 12-15 from 25 primary schools throughout Iceland. A report has been published on the activities of the youth parliament. This time the collaboration of the secondary schools has been sought.

Like the first Youth Net Parliament, a decision was made that the number of members should be 63, equaling the number of the members of the Icelandic parliament, Althingi. A total of 30 members come from the regional districts, i.e., the Northwest constituency, the Northeast constituency, and the South constituency, 10 from each constituency, 11 from the Southwest constituency, and 22 from the Reykjavík constituencies.

The Youth Net Parliament 2001 will be in session until 29 October. Meetings will be held weekly over the Internet, with the activities mainly taking place in committees that will be appointed at the beginning of the session. Each committee will address a special topic on a closed chat channel. After the debates, the committees will present their proposals with arguments, followed by voting on them.

The Youth Net Parliament 2001 will be closed on 5 November 2001 at an open closing meeting to be held at a location in the capital area. The participants will meet there, face to face, and will orally go over the resolutions of the Youth Net Parliament in the presence of guests and the news media.

Iceland is a member of an international convention that applies to children only, i.e., to all persons younger than 18. This is UN’s Convention on the Right of the Child, usually referred to as the Children’s Convention.  It may be said that the principal factor in the convention is entailed in three words, care, protection and participation. Parallel to how children shall receive care and special protection, the convention strongly emphasizes that they be active participants in society.

Paragraph 1, Art. 12 of the Children’s Convention is very interesting. It is frequently referred to as the democratic article. It reads as follows: 

States Parties (including Iceland) shall assure to the child (i.e., persons under the age of 18)  who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.
It is not least on grounds of this article of the convention that the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland has decided to arrange the Icelandic Youth Net Parliament 2001. The objective is to provide young people with a worthwhile opportunity to present their views to their public spokesperson. The Ombudsman is expected to promote improved living conditions of children, as well as safeguarding the rights, interests and needs of persons under the age of 18. Further information: www.barn.is  

Further information is also available with the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, Thórhildur Líndal, tel: 552-8999. The project manager is Gyda Dröfn Tryggvadóttir. Her e-mail address is: gyda@barn.is
Reykjavík, 8 October 2001

Dear members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001
We would like to begin by extending heartfelt thanks for your interest. We look forward to working with you over the next few weeks.

The Youth Net Parliament 2001 begins with a rehearsal meeting on Monday (8 October) at 1 p.m.  At that point you should be ready by the computer terminals you have been allowed to use, however, if you are in doubt contact the school principal.

The purpose of the rehearsal session is: 

1        Ensure that everyone can enter IRC and that they are well “linked”.

2          Select topic of discussion:
What would you like to talk about at the Youth Net Parliament? Social activities at school or what rights you have, based on your age? Sex, suicide or how you would like to see the future? The Youth Net Parliament provides an excellent opportunity for you to present your opinions and views to those who run the country; hence the more ideas, the better!

At the first session this Tuesday (9 October) at 1 p.m. you will be appointed on seven committees, each of which will have its special topic of discussion.

How does the Net Parliament operate?
1          IRC
The discussions at the sessions will take place on IRC. The name of the software you will be using for chatting is mIRC. We will meet first on the channel #netthing, and then we will select the chat channels when the meetings of the committees begin.  Further information on how to become linked is available on the website http://www.barn.is/netthing/ and when there click “Hjálp”.

2          Korkur (e. Bulletin Board, Hugi.is based, for example, on corks).

“Korkurinn” is the appropriate venue for each and every one of you to present your opinions between the meetings.  “Korkur” is where you write your text, i.e., it is your way to present ideas, proposals or whatever you wish to share with the other members of the Icelandic Youth Net Parliament 2001. “Korkurinn” is at http://www.barn.is.netthing and when there click “Korkur”.

3         Web pages 

Here you find the guidelines and the rules of the Youth Net Parliament. The Web pages are locked and the user name is thingmenn, and the password is af789sem The website is http://www.barn.is/netthing/
4          e-mail
We, the personnel of the Icelandic Youth Net Parliament 2001, use the e-mail to send messages to you, for example, reminders about the meetings. You must therefore check your e-mail on a regular basis. If you require any information, do not hesitate to send us an e-mail message. If the questions concern the Youth Net Parliament in general the e-mail address is gyda@barn.is, however, if they concern technical issues the e-mail address is gunnar@this.is
When you receive this letter, neither the “irc server” nor “korkur” are accessible. We will open them on Monday in due course before the rehearsal meeting at 1 p.m. Information is steadily coming in on the web pages. You find it at http://www.barn.is/netthing/
P.S.  This may appear complex at first, but if you do not understand everything you may be certain that things will indeed clear up when we begin. You will receive further information on Monday morning on the procedure.

Best regards,

Gyda Dröfn Tryggvadóttir

Project Manager

Tel: 552-8997/697-4545
Secondary schools in Iceland 

Northwest Constituency (10)

Fjölbrautaskóli Vesturlands

Menntaskólinn á Ísafirði

Fjölbrautaskóli Norðurlands vestra

Northeast Constituency (10)

Menntaskólinn á Akureyri

Verkmenntaskólinn á Akureyri

Framhaldsskólinn á Húsavík

Menntaskólinn á Egilsstöðum

Verkmenntaskóli Austurlands

Framhaldsskólinn Laugum

South Constituency (10)

Fjölbraut Suðurnesja

Framhaldsskóli A-Skaftafellssýslu

Fjölbrautaskóli Suðurlands

Menntaskólinn á Laugarvatni

Framhaldsskólinn í Vestmannaeyjum

Southwest Constituency (11)

Menntaskólinn í Kópavogi

Fjölbrautaskólinn í Garðabæ

Flensborgarskólinn í Hafnarfirði

Iðnskólinn í Hafnarfirði

Reykjavík, North and South Constituencies (22)

Iðnskólinn í Reykjavík

Kvennaskólinn í Reykjavík

Menntaskólinn í Reykjavík

Verslunarskóli Íslands

Menntaskólinn v/Sund 

Menntaskólinn v/Hamrahlíð

Fjölbraut v/Ármúla

Fjölbraut í Breiðholti

Borgarholtsskóli

Reykjavík, 26 September 2001

To the secondary schools

Subject:
The Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland
In the winter 1999-2000 I, in my capacity as the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, launched a pilot project titled The Youth Net Parliament 2001 of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland. As indicated by the project’s name, the meetings of the Youth Net Parliament took place over the Internet with the participation of 63 members at the age of 12-15 from 25 primary schools nationwide. The closing session was held at the Reykjavík Town Hall on 24 March 2000. For further information, please look up our homepage: www.barn.is which contains the report on the Youth Net Parliament 2000.

A second Youth Net Parliament is now being planned. This time I have decided to request the collaboration of youths at the age of 16-18 from secondary schools nationwide. Like the first Youth Net Parliament, a decision has been made to that the number of members will be 63, an equal number of members as those holding seats in the Icelandic parliament, Althingi. This time, the Youth Parliament will be in session from 9 through 29 October 2001, whereas the closing session is to take place on 5 November 2001. The closing session will be an open one and held in the capital area. The participants will meet, face to face, at the closing session to go orally through the resolutions of the Youth Parliament to an audience of guests and the news media. At the end of the closing session, the resolutions of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 will be presented to the speaker of the Althingi at Parliament House at Reykjavík city center, or to the prime minister of Iceland at Government House, also at the center of Reykjavík city.

As you know, Iceland is a party to an international human rights convention that applies only to children, i.e., to all persons under the age of 18. This is the UN Convention on the Right of the Child, usually referred to as the Children’s Convention.

Paragraph 1, Art. 12 of the convention is very important. It is frequently referred to as the democratic article and reads as follows:  

States Parties (including Iceland) shall assure to the child (i.e., persons under the age of 18) who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. 

It is not least on grounds of this article of the convention that I have decided to arrange the Youth Net Parliament 2001. The objective is to provide youths with a worthwhile opportunity to present their opinions to their official spokesperson, the Ombudsman for Children. The ombudsman is expected to promote improved living conditions of children, as well as to safeguard the rights, the interests and needs of persons under the age of 18.

The division of the members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 will be according to a new arrangement of constituencies in Iceland. A total of 30 members will come from the three regional constituencies: the Northwest Constituency, the Northeast Constituency, and the South Constituency, i.e., 10 from each constituency. A total of 11 members will come from the Southwest Constituency and 22 from the two Reykjavík constituencies.

The Youth Net Parliament will be in session for four weeks. There will be weekly meetings over the Internet, a total of four meetings. The Youth Net Parliament will begin with a rehearsal meeting on 8 October where the main rules of democracy will be discussed, the technical issues considered, and every effort made to ensure that all the members will be able to easily use the Youth Net Parliament’s means of communication.

On this occasion, I kindly request the collaboration of the schools in three important fields:

Use of computers
A request is made that the members of the Youth Net Parliament be provided with access to the school’s Internet-linked computer terminals on five occasions for about two hours per week, to engage in the Youth Net Parliamentary duties and for the rehearsal meeting. It is not clear when this letter is written whether any of this school’s students will be elected for participation, however, if this is the case a total of two to four students will be selected.   

Leave of absence from class
The meetings of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 will be held on 9, 17, 25 and 29 October from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., as well as the rehearsal meeting being held at the same hours on 8 October. A request is made that the participating students be allowed a leave of absence from class. It should be pointed out that the meetings will not take place on the same weekdays.

Leave of absence for the closing meeting
A request is made that the members of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 be allowed a leave of absence from class on Monday, 5 November, as needed for the closing meeting that will probably be held at the Salurinn Hall in Kópavogur from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In continuation of this letter, the office of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland will contact your school in the course of the next few days to inquire about the aforementioned.






Respectfully,


Respectfully,


Thórhildur Líndal



Thórhildur Líndal



Thórhildur Líndal

Now is your opportunity

Reykjavík, 25 September 2001

To the student societies of the secondary schools
Dear board members !

In the winter of 1999-2000 I, in my capacity as the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, launched a pilot project titled the Youth Net Parliament of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland. As indicated by the name, the Youth Parliament took place over the Internet with the participation of 63 members at the age of 12-15 from 25 primary schools nationwide. A report has been published on the activities of the Youth Parliament. A copy is enclosed for information purposes.

The objective is to arrange a second  Youth Net Parliament, and this time I have decided to request the collaboration of secondary-school students. The Organization of Secondary-School Students will also be involved in the project. A meeting has already been held with its chairman.

Referring to this collaboration, I approach you, i.e., the student societies of the secondary schools, stating the following:

As you probably know, Iceland is a party to an international human rights convention, which applies only to children, i.e., to all persons under the age of 18. This is the UN Convention on the Right of the Child, usually referred to as the Children’s Convention. It may be said that the emphasis of the convention is entailed in three words, namely care, protection and participation. Parallel to children receiving care and special protection, strong emphasis is placed on them becoming active participants in society.  Paragraph 1, Art. 12 of the convention is very important and frequently referred to as the democratic article. It reads as follows:  

States Parties (including Iceland) shall assure to the child (i.e., persons under the age of 18) who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.
It is not least on grounds of this article of the convention that I have decided to hold the Youth Net Parliament 2001. The objective is to provide youths with a worthwhile opportunity to present their opinions to their official spokesperson, the Ombudsman for Children. The ombudsman is expected to promote improved living conditions of children, as well as to safeguard the rights, interests and needs of persons under the age of 18. For further information, I refer to our homepage: www.barn.is.

In order to make it possible for me to carry out this important role, it is essential for me to hear your voice; the voice of youths in Iceland. I strongly emphasize your voice being louder in the public debate in our society and that you be heard. This is why it is essential for you to make yourselves heard. Now is your opportunity! 

Like the first Youth Net Parliament, a decision has been made that the number of members at the second one will be 63, equaling the number of members at the Icelandic parliament, the Althingi. A total of 30 members will come from each of the three regional constituencies: the Northwest Constituency, the Northeast Constituency, and the South Constituency, i.e., 10 from each, a total of 11 members from the Southwest Constituency, and 22 from the two Reykjavík constituencies (see the enclosed map illustrating the division of Iceland into constituencies).

The Youth Net Parliament 2001 will take place from 9 to 29 October 2001. There will be weekly meetings over the Internet during the aforementioned period, and each meeting will take about two hours. The work basically takes place in committees, which will be selected at the beginning of the session. Each committee will address a certain topic over a closed chat channel. At the end of the debates, each committee will present its proposal together with arguments, and each proposal will be put to a vote.

The plan is to close the Youth Net Parliament 2001 on 5 November 2001 at an open closing meeting to be held at the capital area. The participants will meet there, face to face, to discuss the resolutions to an audience of gests and the news media. At the end of the closing meeting, the proposals of the Youth Net Parliament 2001 will be presented to the speaker of the Althingi at Parliament 

House at Reykjavík city center, or to the prime minister of Iceland at Government House, also at Reykjavík city center.

In my capacity as the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland I hereby seek a formal collaboration with the student society over this important project, and also request the assistance of the board of the student society to introduce the pending Icelandic Youth Parliament 2001 to the school’s 1st and 2nd grade students at your secondary school, i.e., to students who are born in 1984 and 1985. The students are strongly encouraged to enter their names on the list of participants, according to the enclosed registration sheet.  Participants may also register over the Internet on site www.barn.is/netthing  

In continuation of this letter, Project Manager Gyda Dröfn Tryggvadóttir at the office of the Ombudsman for Children in Iceland, will contact you in the course of the next few days as time is running short and the work must begin. Her e-mail address is gyda@barn.is The telephone at the office of the Ombudsman for Children is open daily from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  The telephone number is 552-8999.

Thanking you in advance and hoping for your collaboration,

Thórhildur Líndal

Ombudsman for Children in Iceland

Registration Sheet:

	Name
	e-mail address
	Tel.
	School
	Age

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


You can also register on: http://www.barn.is/netthing
Youth Net Parliament  2001
- 1 -
Final Report
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